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Many Mansions with Catherine Cornille
By Sara Kumar

There is a book I was reading entitled,
“Many Mansions? :  Multiple Religious Belonging and 
Christian Identity” by Catherine Cornille.  

Through a series of academic essays, 
We listen to theologians discuss how Christians
authentically engage with other religions and 
think about if multiple religious belonging is a possibility.  

I am a Christian, with Indian and American cultural backgrounds.
I really journeyed with Jesus, and I love my Hindu family members.
If Jesus is the final full revelation, and I believe He is, 
how do I authentically engage with other religions? 

Cornille is interested in inter-religious conversation that is possible 
Let us not be afraid, lovely friends, and fellow thinkers of love


Engagement with non-Christian cultures is precisely 
what provided a reformulation of Christianity through new
philosophical categories and the systemization 
of Greek and Arabic thought.  

I believe this work is not yet over and can be expanded to include
systems like Advaita Vedanta.  

Cornille expressed that though a Christian 
does not recognize the equality between religions, 
“they certainly can acknowledge the authentic and distinct nature
of truth operative in other religions, as well as possibilities of growth
through the internalization of religious experiences in more than 
one religion.”

Joseph S. O’Leary, in his essay,
“Toward a Buddhist Interpretation of Christian Truth,” 
told the story of a Buddhist Christian and a Christian Buddhist, 
who were married to each other, and who meditated together 
every morning.  

O’Leary observed that such symbiosis requires faith and
effort: “Great faith is practiced both in the initial commitment 
to one’s own tradition and in the subsequent generous 
embrace of the other tradition,” and “Great effort is called forth by
the horizon of spiritual searching and questioning that the meeting 
of traditions opens up.”  In all this, it is an abundance of love 
that helps loving conversation and just being together 
possible for us.

Pax et bonum, en Cristo, pyaar aur ishq,
Sara Kumar
A Sanskrit prayer, translated by Thomas Egenes:
saha nav avatu
saha nau bhunaktu
saha viryam karavavahai
tejasvi nav adhitam astu
ma vidvisavahai
Let us be together,
Let us eat together,
Let us be vital together,
Let us be radiating truth,
radiating the light of life,
Never shall we denounce anyone,
never entertain negativity



