For Claire,
Keep dat dream, child
Of swimming underwater
And seein a platypus dive
 
I can’t swim so well
Naw I can’t swim so well
But I need da color blue
 
Like I need black and gray
And I met a man who ran to church
And said with his eyes, I’m dignified
 
And I said den I see ya 
And I see ya when ya fly high
And if ya feel low den
I been der too
 
And we’ll go to Manhattan
And we’ll go to Manhattan
And sing wid tears o’love in our eyes

Don’t cry, the beautiful artist said





And I’ll say I needs to be guud
I needs to be real guud
I needs to be real guud and strong in Christ
And sometimes I needs sleep too
Lord God, I needs sleep so much
 
And sleepin don’t hurt dreams when it fit guud
And I’ll go to Manhattan
And look at a platypus diving 
And say dat creature needs water
And it see somethin down der dat it needs I
think, y’all 
 
And we’ll move wid water and dream wid a journey on da way
 
And we’ll see rain fall down sometime, 
thank Gawd. 
