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Cohen’s chapter on Andrew Johnson as the selected candidate by Abraham Lincoln for Vice-President on the 1864 National Union Party ticket does not relate the lasting communication between the two men over their years of negotiating how to deal with Tennessee during the Civil War. 

In this important chapter, Cohen promoted the idea that the move to select Andrew Johnson was indeed a strategic decision, but that it was not well reasoned, given the results of what happened during the Johnson administration from 1865 to 1868.



Cohen wrote on Page 84, “Andrew Johnson was a slave owner and a racist, but he loved the Union. So long as the Confederacy remained intact, he would push for civil rights and harsh punishment of traitors.” Thus, Cohen may have questioned Andrew Johnson’s stated support of the Union and Johnson’s ambiguous support of Abraham Lincoln’s anti-slavery efforts with the Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amendment.

I believe that Andrew Johnson truly had prejudiced views and that he wavered in his stated support of the Emancipation Proclamation. I want to look at  the actual writings and speeches of Andrew Johnson. I think Andrew Johnson was able to help Abraham Lincoln bring Northerners into the National Union Party, who were also wavering in their support of the Emancipation Proclamation and who were not advocating for a 13th Amendment openly in 1864.



My play piece and our book will both show the prejudiced views of Andrew Johnson, and I believe Johnson enslaved at least nine Black Americans in the state of Tennessee. 

I learned from my research with the Andrew Johnson National Historic Site in Greeneville, Tennessee, that these nine Black American people, who were living at the time of the enactment of the Emancipation Proclamation, are included in a Johnson family timeline: Dolly, Sam, Henry, Elizabeth (Liz), Florence, William (Will), Dora, Robert, and Hattie.

My play piece, “And Galileo Saw A Pendulum While Sitting In A Church,” will include stories about the lives of Dolly and Sam Johnson, two siblings whom Andrew Johnson enslaved. 




Cohen’s book, “Accidental Presidents: Eight Men Who Changed America,” was successful and was featured on NPR in May of 2019, because in it, Cohen highlighted the careers of men who had come to the office of United States President without the vote of the electoral college.
 
Our book that our team helps write together, “How Andrew Johnson Became President of the United States,” will include an in-depth examination of how Andrew Johnson planned his way from his speaking tour he advocated for with Abraham Lincoln after being appointed Military Governor of Tennessee during the Civil War, to his speech at his inauguration for the office of Vice-Presidency in Washington, D.C. It will also include a studied and careful analysis of Andrew Johnson’s opinions and rationale about the emancipation of Black Americans.

I am so grateful for the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, which were all ratified in less than ten years following the Emancipation Proclamation enactment in the United States. 
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